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Welcome! 
Welcome to the third and final newsletter of this academic 

year……. 

Well, what a year it’s been! So many exciting events and 

initiatives have taken place, and our students, as always, have 

thrown themselves into College life and have worked incredibly 

hard to do themselves, and their teachers, proud. We are now 

into the closing stages of the exams period, and a long summer 

stretches out before them all, so we would like to wish the 

student body that are moving on, the best of luck for results day 

and in their future endeavours. To our returning students we 

would like to wish them all a wonderful, happy and healthy 

summer, and we look forward to welcoming them back next 

year.  

 
Media – Highcross Exhibition 
Media students will feel the thrill of screening their work to real 

audiences later this month, when they will have their film, 

photography and print work on display in an empty unit at 

Highcross Shopping Centre. 

The work demonstrates the broad practical skills 

that learners develop while studying media at 

Gateway College, and includes filmed work, 

computer animations, magazine designs, 

photographic work, music production and website 

designs. The media students are delighted about 

this opportunity, including first year level 3 Media 

student Priya Gopiani, who excitedly said “I think 

it’s great. The course has really allowed my 

creativity to flow and this event will allow other 

people to see what media is all about.” 

 
 

 

 

The event takes place at the old Levi’s shop in Lower 

West Mall on Wednesday 26th June from 10am. The 

morning features a drop-in session where members of 

the public, families and friends of the students, and 

young people interested in studying media, can come 

along to have a look at the work, speak to current 

students and teachers, and even play some computer 

games created by our current Games, Animation and 

VFX students! The afternoon will recognise the students’ 

achievements in an award showcase where the winners 

work will be screened in full. A range of artwork from the 

Art & Design students will also be exhibited. 
 



              

              

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work Experience (WEX) 2018/19 
 

 
It has been a very successful year for 

obtaining work experience placements 

for Gateway students: 

 

W
ex

 F
ig

u
re

s 457 of 1156 -
2016/17 - 40%

611 of 848 -

2017-18 - 72% 

620 of 650 -
2018/19 - 95%

 74% of learners felt that their WEX 

placement was relevant to their 

programme of study and found it 

useful.  

  87% of learners agreed that their 

confidence had increased as a 

result of completing their WEX 

placement.  

 80% of employers stated that they 

would employ the student placed 

if a job was available.  Five 

students were offered 

employment as a direct result of 

their performance on WEX.   

 100% of parents stated that their 

son’s/daughter’s WEX was 

meaningful.   

 95% of parents stated that the 

College supports their 

son/daughter to gain 

employability skills for the future.   

 84% of parents stated that WEX 

helped their son/daughter make 

a better career decision about 

their future.  

 

Why work experience is important… 

Gain knowledge: Your academic studies 

can be enriched by the new 

perspectives, experience and 

commercial awareness that you gain 

while you are working in an industry 

environment. 

Develop key skills: A work placement 

provides the opportunity for you to 

develop key employability skills. 

Explore different career options: A work 

placement will let you 'try before you buy' 

and often gives you a taste of several 

different roles available within a 

company to give you new ideas about 

career options. 

Secure a graduate job: A work 

placement will give you a competitive 

edge when it comes to applying for jobs. 

Employers prefer students who have work 

experience.  

Finally, additional reference for UCAS! 

Universities are likely to offer you a place if 

you show commitment and passion for 

the industry you will be going into.  
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https://www.facebook.com/309220109224521/photos/1363888973757624/
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Learning for Life and Work 

students – work experience 
Our level 1 students went out on work 

placements to a wide variety of 

employers, including supermarkets; 

nurseries; leisure centres; garages; 

catering and office work. For some 

students this was the first time they 

had ever been out on work 

placement and many were nervous 

about what it was going to be like. 

However, they faced up to the 

challenge, learnt some valuable skills, 

and gained an insight into the world 

of work. For most students it also 

helped them to make a decision 

about their next steps at College. The 

work experience is a compulsory 

component of their CoPE course and 

develops employability skills in 6 key 

areas: 

• Research 

• Oral Presentation 

• Working with Others 

• Improving Own Learning 

• Problem Solving 

• Discussion 

Before going out on placement students 

planned their route and organised their 

time in their ‘Problem Solving’ assessed 

skill.  

 

They also set themselves two targets 

they wanted to achieve during the 

week in ‘Improving Own Learning’.  

 

Once they got back to College, 

students were able to review their 

progress against their targets and 

update their CVs with their work 

experience.  

 

It was great to hear many positive stories 

from the teachers and job coaches who 

went on visits and supported students 

during the week. We received some 

brilliant feedback from employers about 

the students and two students were 

offered a job resulting from their 

placement. 
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Public Services students – 

RAF visit 
Students studying our Public 

Services courses had a week 

away from College on a trip to 

RAF Regiment Honiton to 

experience life in the Forces.  

 

They undertook a wide variety of 

activities, including fitness and 

teambuilding; the shooting range; 

swimming; fire and manoeuvre, 

camouflage and casualty 

evacuation activities. They also 

learned the importance of 

discipline and hygiene.  

 

Representatives from the Army 

also came to visit the Public 

Services students at Gateway 

and are seen here testing 

students’ fitness levels on a 

cold January morning! 
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Teen Mental Health – Exam Stress 

Before the Easter holiday we wanted to do something with the students that would 

reassure them that they ‘have got this’ and that they still have time to prepare for 

the exams.  We had previously run tutorial sessions on learning styles, memory, and 

revision techniques, so were confident that students know how to revise and how to 

maximise retrieval.  But we were less confident that students were making the most 

of their time and wanted to motivate them to make best use of the holidays and the 

run up to the exam period.  

 

We have had College assemblies and guest speakers in before that have given 

important information to students, but we wanted this to be a little bit different so 

decided to invest in getting the ‘Fix-up Team’ in. ‘Action Jackson’ had been seen 

previously, delivering assemblies to students, and at a ‘teach meet’ where he was 

motivating an audience of teachers (notoriously difficult to impress!). He was 

‘amazing’, so it was thought that he was exactly what our students needed.  
 

 

Junior ‘the preacher’ Crawford gave three assemblies and a revision session to our 

second year level 3 BTEC and A’ level learners and was exactly what had been 

hoped for.  The students were totally engaged in his high energy, funny and inspiring 

sessions.  He definitely lifted their mood, and he had students queuing at the end of 

the sessions to shake his hand and thank him. They were all commenting on how they 

were feeling more confident in their own ability to revise and felt motivated to make 

use of the time they had left.  Some students confided afterwards that they had been 

reluctant to go at first as they thought it was going to be another ‘boring UCAS talk 

...’, but this was someone they could relate to and that they had really enjoyed it. 

Now they just wanted to get down to work and prove to themselves and their families 

exactly what they are capable of.  

 

Our student voice survey gave very positive feedback on the event, so now we just 

have to wait to see if there is a positive impact on exam outcomes. However, it is not 

all about exam achievement; student experience and wellbeing are just as important, 

and in that, it was a definite success. 
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Gateway links with the local community 

Gateway is developing links with our 

local community and as part of this 

has developed a great relationship 

with the Hamilton Residents’ 

Association (HRA). The HRA invited us 

to attend their ‘fun’ day for the 

community which was held at 

Hamilton Library and was attended 

by our Head of Admissions & 

Marketing; our Head of Department 

for Learning for Life & Work; and our 

Student Welfare Manager. We had a 

stall where people could pick up 

information about the College, and 

Mothers’ Day gifts, made by our 

Learning for Life & Work students, 

were on sale.  

It was a fantastic event that brought 

the whole community 

together.  There was music, children’s 

entertainment, (balloon animals, arts 

and crafts and storytelling).  A plant 

stall run by the Hamilton Gardening 

group and a demonstration by the 

Hamilton Art group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The College donated a Fortnum & Mason 

hamper as a raffle prize. Above is the lucky 

winner, Clare Cole (right), pictured 

alongside Liz Ward, our Student Welfare 

Manager. 

We are proud to be part of this 

diverse community and supporting 

the Hamilton Residents Association 

in creating a cohesive, safe and 

vibrant place to live, work and 

study. 
 

Hamilton Residents’ Association Fun Day 
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Hamilton Residents’ Association Arts Competition 
 

Local Artists Shine Under Experts Gaze 

Thirty talented artists from across the 

Hamilton area of the city were 

shortlisted for the annual Hamilton Art 

Competition.   

The competition invited artists from 16 

years old and upwards who live, work 

or study in the local area to submit 

work in any medium and on any 

subject matter they choose for this 

diverse and vibrant exhibition. 

This year the standard of work was 

higher than ever and entries ranged 

from textiles, paintings, photography, 

mixed media and print.  Applicants of 

all ages and backgrounds have come 

from across the community, bringing 

their own unique styles.  Some were 

students at Gateway Sixth Form 

College undertaking Level 1 art and 

media while others were local 

residents, artists and members of the 

Hamilton Art group.     

 

Chair of the Hamilton Residents’ 

Association and Art Group founder 

Clare Cole has championed this event 

from its conception, ensuring that it has 

continued to grow and thrive; she says, 

“I am delighted that we had such a 

good response for this Art Competition.  

The Art Club has been running for over 

2 years and our aim was to always 

involve the wider community.  

Personally, the Art Club has unlocked 

an ability I did not think I possessed.  The 

club started with 6 members and we 

now have 14.  It meets every Thursday 

at Hamilton Library 2.00-4.00 p.m and all 

are welcome to join.  The meetings are 

very relaxed and facilitated by talented 

artist Christine Johnson Hume. There is 

always a drink and biscuits; Christine will 

give a demonstration and provide 

individual support as needed.” 

“I can honestly say that the success of 

the Art Club is one of the achievements 

I am most proud of.  However, it would 

never have happened if Graham, (my 

husband), hadn’t one day said, ‘Clare I 

think we should set up an Art Club’.” 
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This year the judging of the artwork 

took place on Thursday 23rd May at 

Gateway Sixth Form College by the 

highly acclaimed artists, musicians 

and local businesspersons Robert and 

David Calow.   

The twin brothers, who attended 

Gateway College in 1972 and then 

went on to design its current award 

winning building run the successful 

design company CalowCraddock 

Ltd in Leicester.  They list Cambridge 

and Oxford University Press, major 

design and advertising agencies 

nationwide and several musical 

organisations including the Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra as just a few 

of their high profile clients.   

 

In addition to this, they are 

passionate about classical music 

and in 1992 founded the Bardi Wind 

Orchestra as well as playing and 

conducting in a number of other 

orchestras which include the 

Clarendon Park Orchestra, Rutland 

Sinfonia, Knighton Chamber 

Orchestra and Leicester Symphony 

Orchestra. 

Through their work with the Bardi 

Wind Orchestra, they have raised 

thousands of pounds for various 

charities and in December 2018 they 

were both presented with the first 

national centennial Certificate of 

Appreciation Award from the Lions 

Club of Oadby and Wigston. 

 

Careers Education, Information Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) 
 

This term there has been lots of work being done to support students that are 

looking to apply for apprenticeships when they have completed their studies at 

Gateway College. We have hosted a workshop by ASK Apprenticeships where 

students attended to find out about different opportunities that are available and 

how to really stand out at interviews with training providers and employers.  

This was followed by our HUB 100 event on Friday 7th June 2019.  

 

This year we had 8 training organisations from across the county and 40 students 

had interviews for live apprenticeship vacancies from a wide range of sectors. 

Feedback from training providers has been fantastic saying they were “really 

impressed with all the candidates” and students being “really well prepared”. Now 

that students have been interviewed they are being referred to employers for the 

final stages of the process, where they will hopefully be offered an opportunity. We 

wish them all good luck.   

 

 

Students taking part in interviews for 

apprenticeship vacancies. 
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