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A have never been to 
Auschwitz and, like most 
people, I am deeply 
ambivalent about the 
experience. I know the 

word and the place. I am aware of 
the deaths and the suffering. I’ve 
seen the famous image of the gate 
and the railway. But this is brain 
knowledge, factual information. How 
would it feel to be there? I asked 
Amarah Cassamsha and Pragati 
Savadia.

The girls were taking part in a 
trip organised by the LFA (Lessons 
from Auschwitz), who work for the 
Holocaust Trust. 250 students were 
on the plane to Poland, including 
Yaseen Kachwala and Pratik Kanilal, 
as well as Amarah and Pragati, and 
Supervisor Hayley Watkinson, from 
Gateway.

On an organisational level, they 
were full of praise for the LFA. All 
students attended preparatory 
classes to put the Nazi death camps 
into context; well informed and 
sensitive guides were with them 
every step of the way; and at the 
end of the trip further sessions aimed 
at achieving the best emotional 
closure. Of course everyone knew 
that there were bound to be images 
that would stay in the mind for a very 
long time.

Amarah and Pragati have a 
real gift for sharing what they felt 
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and saw. They described how the 
colourful houses in the cheerfully 
modern town gave way to an 
‘ominous army scent’ (Amarah) as 
the bus pulled into the camp. They 
remembered the huge stacks of 
pots and pans, spectacles, shoes, 
and, most poignantly, human hair 
– Pragati was particularly moved 
by the different colours and lengths 
of hair that designated individual 
victims. Human beings, as Amarah 
said, ‘stripped to the bones as 
products’. They told me that 
they find it difficult now to look at 
photographic images of those who 
died at Auschwitz. For them each 
individual has been personalised, 
returned from history into life.

At the end of the day, as darkness 
gathered, the candles were lit and 
everyone present made their own 
affirming statement as they raised 
them into the night. Then, with the 
sun setting gloriously behind him, 
the rabbi sang his beautiful lament. 
Music which was also a statement 
of the united determination of those 
gathered there that such a horrific 
event will never be repeated.

Hayley fully intends to organise 
another trip to Auschwitz next year. 
Would you go?
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This year Learning for life and 
Work Students have been 
working in partnership with 
Leicester Tigers to promote 
Rugby in Schools and Colleges.  

We have had a series of visits by 
Chris McAuley to explore students 
understanding of Rugby and they 
have provided some coaching skills to 
students.  Chris has delivered the 12-
week rugby programme to the Level 1 
Sports students, which included training 
and stadium tour of Welford Road, 
home of Leicester Tigers.

As part of the programme LLW 
students enjoyed once in a lifetime 
experience on 7th April, as they 
played in an inclusive rugby match 
at Twickenham during half time of 
Leicester Tiger clash against Bath in 
front of 61,000 spectators.  

Just before half-time the students 
were taken behind the scenes at 
Twickenham to their dressing room 
to get ready for the biggest match 
of their lives. It was now time for the 
students to play the game and as 
they waited in the tunnel to make their 
way on to the pitch, it was clear the 
scale of what they were about to do 
had hit them. Walking out to stadium 
packed with 61,000 spectators was 
something special. All the students 
played brilliantly to tie the game with 
team from Bath. Once the game had 
finished both teams bowed to the 
spectators. 

This unforgettable experience for 
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the students was made possible thanks 
to Chris McAuley from Leicester Tigers 
inclusive RDO. 
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Although not all the units on the 
BTEC level 3 are the same, there 
is a real emphasis on developing 
skills to solve problems and 
make predictions using practical 
scenarios, whether is testing 
the safety of drinking water or 
the purity of Aspirin we made; 
students walk away with a tangible 
connection to the subject they are 
studying. 

The “Taster day” activity was 
based around a lesson we 
do as part of the Forensic 
science Unit on our level 3 
vocational course.  The unit 

is designed to develop student’s 
analytical skills.  It requires a lot of 
abstract thinking as well as a clear 
understanding of the science.  

Most of the classes revolve 
around solving a mystery using 
a particular type of evidence.  
The skills learned in the first part 
of the unit is then put to the test 
in a mock crime scene where a 
range of evidence is collected 
and analysed.  It is great fun and I 
love teaching it as much as I know 
the students enjoy solving the 
mysteries.
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END OF YEAR 

SHOW

Optasperspis inum fuga. Lant, officilibus eventiis ero tem fuga.

Reribustotat occusam a sin pelit ad quaererro molor autas.

Ut dolupta doluptatur, core, sus in con ex earunt.

sed quasperi cuma aut pre exernatasped.
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This Page
vendis debitat urehenti tem. 
vendis debitat urehenti tem. 

Previous Page
Hil molorer spelique 
conse.
Hil molorer spelique 
conse.

“I based my final project on Frida Kahlo after lots 
of research about her life and her work.  I like her 
because she looks different and wasn’t afraid to be 
herself.  She challenged conventional expectations 
of beauty and how she chose to live her life.  She 
symbolises feminism.”

“I have found freedom in doing my own photography and have really 
enjoyed learning how to be a stylist , art director and photographer.  
The course at Gateway has helped me to realise that I want a career 
in these areas where I can combine all of these things”
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AUSCHWITZ

I have never been to Auschwitz 
and, like most people, I am deeply 
ambivalent about the experience. 
I know the word and the place. I 
am aware of the deaths and the 

suffering. I’ve seen the famous image 
of the gate and the railway. But this is 
brain knowledge, factual information. 
How would it feel to be there? I asked 
Amarah Cassamsha and Pragati 
Savadia.

The girls were taking part in a trip 
organised by the LFA (Lessons from 
Auschwitz), who work for the Holocaust 
Trust. 250 students were on the plane 
to Poland, including Yaseen Kachwala 
and Pratik Kanilal, as well as Amarah 
and Pragati, and Supervisor Hayley 
Watkinson, from Gateway.

On an organisational level, they 
were full of praise for the LFA. All 
students attended preparatory classes 
to put the Nazi death camps into 
context; well informed and sensitive 
guides were with them every step of 
the way; and at the end of the trip 
further sessions aimed at achieving 
the best emotional closure. Of course 
everyone knew that there were bound 
to be images that would stay in the 
mind for a very long time.

Amarah and Pragati have a real 
gift for sharing what they felt and saw. 
They described how the colourful 
houses in the cheerfully modern town 
gave way to an ‘ominous army scent’ 
(Amarah) as the bus pulled into the 

camp. They remembered the huge 
stacks of pots and pans, spectacles, 
shoes, and, most poignantly, human 
hair – Pragati was particularly moved 
by the different colours and lengths of 
hair that designated individual victims. 
Human beings, as Amarah said, 
‘stripped to the bones as products’. 
They told me that they find it difficult 
now to look at photographic images of 
those who died at Auschwitz. For them 
each individual has been personalised, 
returned from history into life.

At the end of the day, as darkness 
gathered, the candles were lit and 
everyone present made their own 
affirming statement as they raised 
them into the night. Then, with the sun 
setting gloriously behind him, the rabbi 
sang his beautiful lament. Music which 
was also a statement of the united 
determination of those gathered there 
that such a horrific event will never be 
repeated.

Hayley fully intends to organise 
another trip to Auschwitz next year. 
Would you go?

GERMANY
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FOUNDATION 
ART & DESIGN 

Dominika Dudziuk, Print Design Manager of 

Home and Kids at Cath Kidston

The Foundation room is tucked away, almost mysteriously, behind 
double doors at the far end of the second floor’s D block corridor. Its 
atmosphere is completely different too. A gentle hum of “making” 
transformed my step into a careful tread: walking among them felt a 
little like disrupting one’s creative momentum. 

But it wasn’t my intention to disturb. I observed quietly, understanding 
the pride and protectiveness an artist rightfully projects over his 
creations. Every one of them possessed a unique drive and innate 
passion for their own individual interest. 
Written by Natalia Jamborowicz

Now for the uninitiated, the 
Foundation pre-degree 
course is a whole year of 
extensive exploration that 
aims to inform one’s creative 

course choice at undergraduate study. 
“Foundation”, as the name suggests, 
is viewed as the basis for one’s future 
artistic endeavours and therefore, here 
I present the ins and outs of one of the 
most exciting years for an artist.

Foundation is divided into three 
main stages with a fourth Final Major 
Project, which rounds off the year. The 
first “Exploratory” stage is an intense 
couple of months where students are 
pushed to experiment with various 
media including stitch, photography, 
glass & ceramics, fashion – and many 
other interesting projects that perhaps 
they weren’t familiar with before 
– to build a beautiful portfolio that 
impresses their future University. The 
projects are all incredibly fast-paced 
with some lasting only for a week – or 
even a day! These highly demanding 
deadlines break stagnancy and 
empower creativity as students are 
less inclined to procrastinate. They 

become more open to simply making 
art and finding their niche, which is 
what this is all about. That is not to say 
that the course values quantity over 
quality. In fact, the year is a huge 
opportunity to refine technique; Life 
Drawing sessions are held especially 
to develop confidence in one of the 
highly essential skills for any Art degree 
– observational drawing – mind, if the 
artist doesn’t get too distracted.

The second stage is the “Pathway”. 
Here is where all of the hard work 
from the previous months gains clarity 
(or not – art is a huge concept after 
all!). Students take ownership over 
their work whilst working to a brief, 
which gives them the pressure and 
experience of pleasing a client. The 
workload is less fast-paced and more 
focused on the real quality of the art. 
Despite the set 
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their art to its topmost potential. 
Studying Foundation at Gateway gives 
easy access to an impressive array 
of equipment, teachers included. A 
range of staff with different specialisms, 
who are always available, is a 
wonderful asset to Gateway facilitating 
the course. 

Gateway’s Foundation course is 
not without successful alumni either: 
Dominika Dudziuk, Print Design 
Manager of Home and Kids at Cath 
Kidston studied the course before 
progressing onto a BA in Fashion Textile 
Design with Business at University of 
Brighton. At the time 90% of students 
on her degree course had done 
Foundation and Dominika still highly 
recommends it. Despite the fact that 
universities are currently accepting 
more and more students without 
this preliminary year, Foundation 
remains as an important part of artistic 
development and is seen as essential 
for a higher success rate. Dominika 
herself initially considered completing 
a Fine Art degree, but undertaking 
another year dedicated purely to 
exploration helped her realise the 

briefs, students interpret theirs as 
individually as possible, helping them 
to develop their style based on their 
own interests. 

The final stage is the “Inspiration”. 
This is where students gather ideas 
from primary sources, look into artists 
in their field of interest and search for 
stimuli that truly sparks their creativity. 
All research and skills gained from the 
entire year is culminated for the Final 
Major Project. Students are finally given 
a blank canvas (pun not intended) 
to fill with whatever they desire. No 
themes. Just their own creativity. The 
End of Year Show offers yet another 
creative opportunity for them to 
display their Final Project as each artist 
receives an area of space that can be 
set up as they desire e.g. minimalistic 
gallery, a room all fitted with wallpaper 
and furniture, clothing rails etc… 
Sounds exciting!

Talking about space, the Foundation 
classes are pleasantly sized with groups 
of 15-20 on the course each year. This 
means that one-to-one tutorials can 
take place, giving students valuable 
feedback that helps them develop 
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many disciplines within creative arts 
and thus, she discovered textiles. 
It is important to note that similar 
experiences have been reported from 
the current students on the Foundation 
course, which illustrates how valuable 
the year is for finding yourself and your 
potential.

Finally, here is what stuck with me: 
“People don’t realise how hard it is.”  It 
stuck with me because it was far, far 
from discouragement than it seems to 
suggest. The course is empowering and 
confidence building and it is designed 
to be hard because University is harder. 
If you are considering Foundation, 
don’t be afraid; positive challenges 
are always rewarding and choosing 
the opportunity to thoroughly explore 
your artistic potential can hardly be a 
bad choice.
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“The Munich trip was a unique experience which 
opened my eyes to the business world. I would 
strongly recommend this trip to students, and to 
get involved in all activities organised by Gateway 
College”

GATEWAY
IN MUNICH
Take thirty five of Gateways Business and ICT pupils and five staff 
to Munich we thought. It’ll all go according to plan, we thought. It 
can’t be that hard, surely? And actually, it really wasn’t at all. 

provided. This subsequently caused 
a tail-back all the way to Leicester in 
the process. After we had conducted 
some tactical diplomacy to smooth 
things over with disgruntled and ‘horn 
happy’ drivers, we all disembarked 
and progressed with check-in. Well, 
three quarters of students made it 
to check-in at least – it turns out the 
other third ended up walking into 
the ‘arrivals’ building believing this 
is where you go to depart! When 
asked why they thought that was a 
good idea, they responded, “Errrrrrrr, 
we’ve arrived”. After the summit of this 
learning curve was negotiated, a very 
smooth and swift journey to Munich, 
courtesy of EasyJet ensued. We were 
greeted at Munich with freezing 

Take thirty five of Gateways 
Business and ICT pupils and five 
staff to Munich we thought. It’ll 
all go according to plan, we 
thought. It can’t be that hard, 

surely? And actually, it really wasn’t at 
all. 
On Monday 19th March 2018 at 1045, 
thirty five pupils and five staff from 
Gateway set off for Munich, Germany 
on a trip to experience a practical side 
to the subjects of ICT and Business. The 
trip would include trips to BMW, M.A.N 
trucks, the Allianz Arena and many 
other visits along the way, to add to 
the cultural experience. 
Our arrival to Luton Airport was 
quite notable to the Luton Airport 
community, with the coach driver 
managing to mistakenly take the 
coach into the car park(!) and unable 
to complete a u-turn in the space 
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temperatures and snow, and after 
an easier journey through Munich 
airport than we had going through 
Luton, we had arrived at the hotel. An 
opportunity to grab some dinner was 
then taken and a good night’s sleep 
(for some) was had in preparation for 
our first full day in Deutschland. 

Day One – Those who had done an 
‘all-nighter’ and stayed awake in their 
rooms looked like remorseful zombies. 
The first activity on our itinerary was 
the Dachau Concentration Camp 
which really highlighted the appalling 
conditions and treatment that prisoners 
of the camp were subjected to 
through the Second World War period. 
The few hours spent at the camp gave 
students the opportunity to quietly and 
respectfully reflect on the atrocities 
which had befallen the prisoners 
of the camp, with many students 
understandingly appalled by what had 
occurred there. A little after lunchtime 
we then used the underground 
network and bus system of Munich to 
get to the M.A.N trucks factory where 

restaurant (which at first glance didn’t 
seem big enough to occupy forty 
people) turned out to be thoroughly 
enjoyable, and another day in Munich 
had flown by. 

Day Three – Thursday was a day that 
many were looking forward to most of 
all. A visit to the Allianz Arena (where 
Munich Rovers apparently play), the 
BMW Museum and the Munich Tower. 
Having walked what felt like a ten 
mile hike to the Allianz Arena, we 
were given an excellent tour of all the 
stadiums facilities, being given the 
opportunity to see not only the stadium 
itself but also the changing rooms and 
hospitality facilities. After lunch in the 
Allianz Arena (where many students 
raided their off-shore accounts to buy 
an overpriced lunch) we progressed 
to the BMW site. Once there, we were 
quickly introduced to our tour guide 
and given a tour around the exhibits 
of the museum. It was fascinating to 
see the heritage and product story 
of BMW and to see some of their 
earliest designs, cars and motorbikes. 
Unfortunately we only spent a limited 
amount of 

we were given the opportunity to tour 
the factory and see how they produce 
trucks in volume, on their very high 
tech production line. This really put 
some meat on the bones of topics 
such as CAD and production methods 
which are taught in ICT and Business 
respectively. After the two hour tour, 
Nikhil Kotecha managed to schmooze 
his way into gaining some free soft 
drinks for a few students and staff by 
chatting up the nice lady looking after 
corporate hospitality. After a good 
four hours at the factory the group 
then again utilised the public transport 
(we were by now fluent with all words 
in German relating to transportation 
– honest) to get to the local shopping 
mall for students to have some ‘free-
time’ and grab dinner. Keen to sample 
local food in Germany, most ended 
up dining in McDonalds (the staff 
included).

 Day Two – Our agenda for the day 
comprised of two main activities, the 
Deutches Technology Museum and 
a walking tour of Munich city centre. 
The Deutches Museum is a colossal 
museum with over six floors of science 
and technology exhibits and displays. 
Unfortunately a small group of us only 
got to see the same floor six times 
having got lost trying to find the toilets 
and coffee shop. This is what happens 
when you put a student in charge 
of navigation - isn’t it Callum?!? Our 
afternoon involved us walking the 
core sights of Munich city centre, with 
a particular focus on some of the 
architecture and the cities restoration 
since its sad deconstruction by allied 
bombing during WW2. Our city tour 
guide was extremely knowledgeable 
and friendly, with many students asking 
good questions about the Munich city 
architecture and areas of interest. 
A group evening meal at an Indian 
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time in the museum as they were 
closing early due to a new product 
launch and concert. Satisfied, that 
nobody had hidden inside any of the 
cars we progressed over to BMW Welt 
for a bit of free-time and for students 
to explore some of the exhibits and 
dream of BMW M4 ownership. Late in 
the afternoon, as a group, we visited 
the Munich tower where fortunately 
the weather was good enough for us 
to get excellent sunset views of Munich 
and to see the whole Olympic Park 
from an elevated position. 

The Last Day – After a slightly more 
leisurely start due to us effectively 
‘checking out’ of the hotel, and 
having ensured that the hotel was left 
in the same state as when we arrived, 
we departed for Marienplatz. This area 
of Munich is effectively a town square 
(albeit in a large City) with lots of very 
prestigious shops and brands located 
here. Those who quite fancied one of 
the Richard Mille watches were put off 
by the 1,300,000EUR price tag, instead 

(Administrative Assistant) whose hard 
work, patience and attention to detail 
made the planning of the trip a very 
efficient process. But ultimately, a trip 
is only as good as the pupils which 
attend, and fortunately the students 
which attended were outstanding. It 
was a privilege to have spent a week 
with them (even those who tried to 
depart Luton by trying to check in at 
‘arrivals’). Bring on Munich 2019!

they saved their pennies for lunch 
which was the main objective of the 
free-time before setting off for Munich 
airport. After what seemed like an 
endless queue to get through German 
passport control, we all boarded the 
EasyJet flight home, with only a small 
delay due to de-icing of the aircraft, 
and retuned back to Gateway for 
around midnight. 

Ultimately the trip proved to be 
very enjoyable and cultural event 
in which students seem to have got 
a lot out of the experience, not only 
educationally, but also enriching their 
college lives at Gateway, making new 
friends and having had an experience 
which hopefully they shall remember 
for a long time. Finally, a massive thank 
you to staff members Nicole Smith, 
Radika Anand & Shez Lodhi who gave 
up their valuable time out of their busy 
work schedules to support this trip, 
it couldn’t have happened without 
them. Another massive thank you to 
Fay Scott (Finance) and Safina Bhatti A
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FASHION SHOW

Ut dolupta doluptatur, core, sus in con ex earunt.

sed quasperi cuma aut pre exernatasped.
FILMING

Optasperspis inum fuga. Lant, officilibus eventiis ero tem fuga.

Reribustotat occusam a sin pelit ad quaererro molor autas.
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Above
vendis debitat urehenti tem. 
vendis debitat urehenti tem. 

Left
Hil molorer spelique conse.
Hil molorer spelique conse.
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Above
vendis debitat urehenti tem. 
vendis debitat urehenti tem. 

Left
Hil molorer spelique conse.
Hil molorer spelique conse.



Gateway Sixth Form College is 
celebrating its 86th year and supports 
over 1,500 learners from across Leicester, 
Leicestershire and Rutland providing a 
range of vocational and 
academic qualifications from Entry Level 1 
to Advanced Level 3.
Gateway students are well placed to 
succeed in their chosen field whether 
that is further training, Higher Education or 
employment.  
This is recognised through the growing 
Gateway Alumni Community.

Contact marketing@gateway.
ac.uk for alternative formats.  
You can read this issue and all 
previous issues at 
www.gateway.ac.uk


